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The bats that feed on frogs can tell the difference between safe and poisonous frogs
by listening to the male frog’s call.
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Originally from Saskatchewan and now a resident at St. Joseph's
Parkwood Hospital, Wilf Odegaard, speaks with Sir Frederick Banting
Secondary School students Clare McCullough (left) and Elise Boutier
(right) at the facility on Wednesday (Oct. 10).
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When you say history to some people,
the first thing they think is of dusty old
books nobody really reads, buried
somewhere in the back of a library. But
for a group of Grade 10 history
students at Sir Frederick Banting
Secondary School, history is a living,
breathing person with a name and a
story to tell.

On Wednesday (Oct. 10), 23 students
from Bill McKeown’s history class at
Banting high school were at St.
Joseph’s Parkwood Hospital, speaking
with and more importantly, listening to
veterans who live at the hospital,
recount their life stories.

“The most important thing we can do with students when we teach history is to take lives and times beyond books,”
explained McKeown, while talking about the reasoning behind the interaction between his students and the veterans.

He said the experience allows the students to put names, faces and experiences, “to personify,” the things that they
learn about in school.

“That becomes a great opportunity we have when we bring the students to Parkwood,” McKeown said.

Two of his students couldn’t agree more.

Clare McCullough and Elise Boutier had the chance to speak with one of the residents, Wilf Odegaard, who grew up
near Prince Albert, Sask.

Born in 1921, Odegaard came of age during the Great Depression before joining the air force at the age of 21.
Stationed in England, he served as a navigator, first on Halifax, and then later on Lancaster bombers.

To hear about his life, what kind of person he was before and after, to learn about a different time of life, fascinated
McCullough.

“You can hear in the news all about the experience of the war and you can read about the war,” said McCullough.
“But it’s so interesting to know what kind of people they were, what kind of families they grew up in, … who they
were before and after and realize the changes and the growth.”
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Boutier comes to the project with a different perspective than that of the other students.

Currently on a three-month student exchange, Boutier is from Tours, France. Remarking that while she has learned
about the Second World War from the French side, it is different to see it from another perspective.

“It is interesting to learn about the Canadian side,” said Boutlier, finding out about who they were, where they came
from and what they did during the war.

This is the third year McKeown has come to Parkwood with his class and he notes the experience not only gives the
veterans a chance to share their stories, but gives the students another way to look at history.

“These are living breathing people who they have more in common with than they may expect before they first come
here,” said McKeown. “It helps them build connections to the things they study.”
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