
Zlatescu,   1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The West is the Best: Global Indications that the West will be the Dominant 
World Influence as the 21st Century Unfolds 

 

 

 

Maria Zlatescu 

 

 

 

 

West in the World 

Mr. McKeown 

June 14th 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

Office 2004 Test Dri…, 13-6-18 11:26 AM
Comment [1]: Clear, well-structured title 



Zlatescu,   2 
 

There is an old saying that “What goes up, must come down”, however throughout 
history there has been one prevalent exception to this rule: the West. For the purposes of this 
essay, the West can be defined as a set of cultural values which, in the words of Samuel 
Huntington, includes “individualism, liberalism, constitutionalism, human rights, equality, liberty, 
the rule of law, democracy, free markets, (and) the separation of church and state” . Throughout 
history, there have been countless occurrences which demonstrate that the power of the West 
is all-encompassing, and can only continue to expand. While some cynical critics state that the 
West is declining, it is evident by examining the spread of Western ideals throughout the world 
in the areas of economics and development that the West is already permanently ingrained in 
global culture, and will invariably continue to be the dominant world influence as the 21st century 
unfolds.  

Capitalism is a system which lies at the heart of Western culture and economics, as the 
Western values of free trade and democracy invariably lead to a capitalist society dominated by 
consumerism. Since capitalism emerged in the late 1700s, it has become wide-spread across 
the globe, and global markets have developed a complex interconnected relationship where the 
price and availability of goods in one country can influence the price of goods in another. This 
global relationship between markets, which is dominated by the Western values of capitalism, 
consumerism, and free-trade, is referred to as Economic Globalization, and countries across the 
world are dependant on it1. An example of this relationship is how rice shortages in 2008, which 
occurred in Australia and the Philippines due to drought, caused the price of rice on the Global 
Market to rise drastically. The prices of rice rose by 300% on the global market between the 
months January and May2. The 2008 rice crisis illustrates that economic globalization is a reality 
of the modern world, and that the values that dominate economic globalization are primarily 
Western in nature, as they rely on consumerism and capitalism. These Western values are so 
engrained in Global culture that it is irrational to think that the role of the West as the dominant 
world influence can diminish or be replaced as the 21st century unfolds.  

The role of capitalism on global economics becomes evident not only when examining 
the inter-connectedness of Global markets, but also when looking at the dominance of Western 
corporations on the world market. McDonalds, one of the most well-recognized Western 
corporations, currently has over 34,000 locations world-wide, and operates in 119 countries on 
six continents. McDonalds feeds 1% of the world’s population every day, and has the 90th 
largest economy in the world, selling 75 burgers per second3. A study found that the McDonalds 
golden arches are more recognized than the Christian cross; only 54% of individuals were able 

                                                
1 “Globalization is primarily of three types: Economic, Cultural, and Political”. Preserve Articles. 
http://www.preservearticles.com/2011091313321/globalization-is-primarily-of-three-types-economic-
cultural-and-political.html (accessed June 10th, 2013)  
2 Balfour, Frederik. “Understanding the Global Rice Crisis”. Bloomberg Businessweek. 
http://www.businessweek.com/stories/2008-04-28/understanding-the-global-rice-crisisbusinessweek-
business-news-stock-market-and-financial-advice (accessed June 10th, 2013) 
3 Lubin, Gus and Badkar, Mamta. “ 15 Facts About McDonalds that will Blow Your Mind”. Business 
Insider. http://www.businessinsider.com/facts-about-mcdonalds-blow-your-mind-2011-11?op=1 (accessed 
June 12th, 2013)  
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to recognize the Christian cross, while 84% of people could identify the McDonald’s arches4. 
Coca-Cola, another major Western Corporation, has products available in over 200 countries, 
with over 3500 products worldwide, and approximately 1.6 billion servings every day. These 
figures have steadily increased over the past 48 years, and there is no indication that they will 
stagnate or decrease in the future5. These statistics illustrate the important role that the West 
plays  in the global market, and that the influence of the West will only continue to grow as the 
21st century progresses.   

Free trade has been established as a characteristic Western value, and therefore 
Economic freedom, one of the basic features of capitalism, also lies at the core of the Western 
value system. Economic freedom allows individuals to make their own monetary and political 
choices, and fundamentally sets the stage for democracy, which is considered another 
predominant Western value. When evaluating the statistics surrounding global policies of 
economic freedom, it becomes clear that Western culture and values have an immutable role in 
the global community, and will likely maintain this role as the 21st century unfolds. These 
Western values are already prevalent throughout the world, as indicated by the high number of 
countries that have employed a policy of economic freedom. 80% of the world’s countries are 
considered capitalist due to the fact that they embrace economic freedom6, and therefore, by 
default, 80% of the world’s countries have embraced Western values. It is implausible to think 
that as the 21st century unfolds, 80% of countries around the world will change their adopted 
value systems, and as these value systems embrace economic freedom, which is a Western 
value , it is evident that the West will maintain it’s role as the dominant world influence as the 
21st century unfolds. The unalterable dominance of the West is not only evident when looking at 
global economics, however, but also when examining global development.  

When investigating global standards of development, it becomes clear that a countries’ 
success lies in becoming more Westernized. In 1971 the United Nations coined the term “Least 
Developed Country” to identify those countries that were “ill-equipped to develop their domestic 
economies and to ensure an adequate standard of living for their populations”7. One of the 
characteristics of Least Developed Countries was that they had a low life expectancy compared 
to other, more developed countries. The more developed countries were notably more Western 
than the countries considered Least Developed. Statistics indicate that the life expectancy is 
higher in nations where Western culture dominates; for example the average overall life 
expectancy in the United States, Japan, Australia, Israel, and Italy, all countries which have a 
Western culture, is approximately 80 years, while the overall life expectancy in countries that 
have a predominantly non-Western culture, such as Liberia, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Laos, and 
Angola, is 51 years. The United Nations developed a plan to half the number of Least 

                                                
4 Schlosser, Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal, 72 
5 “The Dirty Truth Behind Coca Cola”. Mercola.com. 
http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2010/11/04/the-dirty-truth-behind-coca-cola.aspx 
(accessed June 12th, 2013) 
6 “Country Rankings”. 2013 Index of Economic Freedom. http://www.heritage.org/index/ranking (accessed 
June 12th, 2013)  
7 “Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries”. United Nations. 
http://www.un.org/en/development/devagenda/ldc.shtml (accessed June 12th, 2013) 
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Developed countries by 20208 , which suggests that as these countries develop, they will 
embrace more Western values in order to allow them to do so. As a result, the West will not only 
continue to dominate the global community as the 21st century progresses, but it’s influence will 
increase to envelop more countries throughout the world.  

The adaptation of Western culture in Developing countries is strikingly visible, and 
suggests that the influence of the West has found it’s way into almost every culture throughout 
the world. Nigeria is an example of a country whose culture was initially very different from that 
of the West, but which has now adopted many Western practices as the norm. While Nigeria 
initially had a number of different languages which were spoken within different parts of the 
country, the official language is now English, the language of the West, and many of the old 
languages have gone into extinction. The newer generations are able to speak fluent English, 
but not always able to speak their traditional languages fluently9 . As language is considered the 
main way in which culture is expressed, shared, and explained, it is clear that the Western 
culture is dominating Nigeria, and that it will continue to play a role as Nigeria develops. As 
Western culture has found it’s way into developing countries across the world, such as Nigeria, 
whose traditions were initially very different from those of the West, it is evident that it’s 
influence is very strong on a global scale, and that adopting  The West’s model is considered 
the means towards development. With such a strong and wide-spread influence, it is unlikely 
that the West will be dethroned as the dominant world power as the 21st century unfolds.  

Least Developed Countries are not the only ones which have embraced Western culture 
and policies in order to speed up development. Powerful countries such as China have also 
embraced Western policies in order to allow their economies to grow. Some critics have argued 
that China will overtake the West as the dominant world influence as the 21st century develops, 
however when looking at the motivations behind China’s successful development, it becomes 
evident that China has in fact embraced Western values in order to facilitate it’s development. In 
order to become the world power that it is today, China had to open up it’s borders in 1978 to 
allow trade with the Global economy, which is dominated by the West. In that same year, Coca-
Cola, a Western company, began plans to open a plant in Shanghai, and in 1979 China began 
focusing on manufacturing consumer goods which were to be sold abroad10. This new policy of 
free-trade, which is another characteristic of Western culture, allowed China’s economy to 
flourish, and in the year 2012 China possessed the second largest economy world-wide11. This 
economic success would not have been possible had China’s government not adopted Western 
culture and policies, and this indicates that as the 21st century develops the West will continue 
to be the dominant world influence.  

                                                
8 “New Action Programme Vows to Half Number of Least Developed Countries by 2020, as United 
Nations Conference Closes in Istanbul”. United Nations. 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2011/dev2895.doc.htm (accessed June 12th, 2013)  
9 Odinye, Ifeoma and Odinye, Ifeanyi. “Western Influence on Chinese and Nigerian Cultures”. African 
Journals Online.  http://www.ajol.info/index.php/og/article/view/84680 (accessed June 13th, 2013) 
10 “Deng Xiaoping and the Date for Reform”. Caixin Online. http://english.caixin.com/2012-10-
31/100454595.html (accessed June 12th, 2013) 
11 “China Economy Profile 2013”. Index Mundi. http://www.indexmundi.com/china/economy_profile.html 
(accessed June 12th, 2013) 

Office 2004 Test Dri…, 13-6-18 11:32 AM
Comment [14]: “the year” isn’t necessary 



Zlatescu,   5 
 

When examining global development and economics it is evident that the influence of 
the West on global culture is irreversible, and can only continue to expand as the 21st century 
unfolds. Therefore, the West will continue to be the dominant world influence as the 21st century 
progresses, as countries across the world continue to adopt more Western values in order to 
ensure their success. This is important to note because  it indicates the decline of cultural 
diversity as Western culture continues to dominate and shut out other traditional cultural beliefs. 
For this reason, special measures must be taken to preserve cultural diversity in the future, or 
else globalization will lead to a world culture which is almost entirely dominated by the all-
powerful West.  
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